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FARMSCENE

Suppliers
of

Tractor Parts

Bepco Tractor Parts
Suppliers of Tractor Parts for

• Zetor • Deutz • John Deer  • Case International 
• Ford • New Holland

• Massey Ferguson • Massey Tractors
ALSO A LARGE RANGE OF SEATS, LIFT EQUIPMENT, LINKAGES

AND MISCELLANEOUS TRACTOR PARTS
Now Available From . . .

Maffescioni Motors
CNR HIGH AND

INKERMAN STREETS 5460-4400

See Geoff and Keith today for more details and field results

N.H. HALL
45 Broadway, Dunolly. Phone: 5468-1202

SAVE WATER AND
CHEMICAL COSTS!
Local field tests prove the Jetstream

Overseer is the ultimate sprayer

$27,273 + GST Rapid rinse — fresh flush — 2 x 130c tanks and 60ft —
2000 litre tank.

• Automatic Twin Spray  Line • Dual-sided Foam • Fence Line Kit • 3-Piece
Boom Control • Drop Down Chemical Hopper • 5 Section Boom • Outrigger

Wheels • In Cabin Controls • Mud Guards • Tandem Sprung Axles

The Ultimate
Sprayer

WOOL SCENE
Returns to our Farm Scene

pages next Tuesday, August 5

Is there a better way
to make hay pay?

AVAILABLE FOR CONTRACT WORK
Phone John Rowland 5462-2285

Mobile 0418  561 054

For the latest technology guaranteed to reduce
harvesting time while improving the quality consider . . .

Bet Bet farmers work
to combat soil erosion

Upper Bet Bet farmers, Rob
and Lyn Bright, are working
with the Department of Pri-
mary Industries (DPI) Dry-
land Salinity Program to
develop a demonstration show-
ing the potential benefits of
combining a range of options
to address salinity coupled
with severe gully erosion.

Trialling various gypsum/lime
applications, re-establishing  ground
cover and tree planting together
with erosion control earthworks, this
demonstration is attracting interest
from around the district including
the Waubra Primary School.

The activities being undertaken at
the site are funded through the Bet
Bet targeted area of DPI’s North
Central Dryland Salinity Program,
supported by the North Central
Catchment Management Authority
and funded by the National Action
Plan for Salinity and Water Quality,
which is a joint State-Common-
wealth program.

Bare salt scalds bordering exten-
sive gully erosion was already
present when Rob and Lyn pur-
chased the property located a few
kilometres from Lexton, three years
ago. The property, although gen-
erally productive, is intersected by
an extensive, badly eroded gully
system that drains into the Bet Bet
Creek.

This area of the catchment exports

more than 1000 kilograms per
hectare of salt annually into the Bet
Bet Creek.

Last year Rob fenced off 18
hectares around the gully for the
trial that began with the battering of
one side of the gully.

Battering involves using
earthmoving equip-ment to remove
topsoil, reducing the angle of the
bank and smoothing the grade and
then replacing the topsoil.

This allows grass and vegetation
to grow on the banks and helps
stabilise them.  

Rock structures were also built on
the banks of the gully corners to stop
further erosion.

In May this year, Rob sowed a mix
of pasture species on the site
including phalaris, cocksfoot, straw-
berry clover, tall wheat grass, oats,
triticale and wheat.

Bet Bet project manager Belinda
Pritchard from Department of
Primary Industries said the site
received good rainfall after seeding
which has resulted in good germina-
tion although it was too early yet to
identify which are the most success-
ful species.

The demonstration site is also
trialling different gypsum/lime/
superphosphate applications in 20
metre by five metre plots. 

A control plot of normal
superphosphate application (12
kilograms per hec-tare) was
established along with one plot with
150 kilograms per hectare  of
gypsum; one plot with 150 kilograms
per hectare of lime; one with 150
kilograms per hectare of lime and
gypsum, plus super.

Local tree species suited to the site
were planted around the entire area
through both direct seeding and
tubestock. Children from the local

Waubra Primary School spent a day
at the site, planting 750 trees,
listening to a talk on the value of
trees, and examining the direct
seeding machine. 

Rob has erected a sign to recognise
the efforts of the children and hopes
that they will be back to check on
progress in the future.

“It would be great if they can see
the results of their tree planting over
the years. They will know that they
made a difference,” said Rob.

Rob said that while the main
purpose of the work was to establish
ground cover over the salt scald, stop
erosion and stop salt washing into
the Bet Bet Creek, there was also
potential to strategically graze sheep
on the site once the trees were
established.

Ms Pritchard said the demon-
stration site was a great tool for
other farmers to use when con-
sidering how to tackle their own
erosion problems.

“Having a look at the activities im-
plemented here will give landholders
ideas of what they could do to
address not just the symptoms of
salinity, poor water quality and
erosion but also the cause of the
problems.

“Achieving our ultimate goal of
tackling the cause of the problem
rather than the symptom would
involve using trees and deep-rooted
perennial grasses to revegetate the
hillsides that are the catchment for
the gully. This demonstration site is
a great site,” said Ms Pritchard.

“Having the trees around the
outside and top of the trial site will
help to reduce the salt washing down
the creek and intercept groundwater.

“The vegetation will also help to
slow the water down and reduce the
potential for erosion.”

Steady rains welcomed
After a dry spell of almost

three weeks, including several
good frosts, the soaking rain last
week was certainly very wel-
come.

Beginning with a loud thunder-
storm in the early hours of Tuesday
morning it basically continued until
around 9 am last Friday (when we
went to print).

There were very good falls in
north central Victoria. In the 72
hours to 9 am last Friday Bendigo
had received almost 52 millimetres,
bringing the monthly total at July 25
to 65 millimetres (long-term July
average 54 millimetres). For the
year now Bendigo has had 317
millimetres, a whisker above the
long-term mean for the period of 314
millimetres. In 2002 Bendigo regis-
tered just 272 millimetres for the
entire year. The rain was been
steady and soaking, but not a lot of
run-off was apparent in the Bendigo
district. Water-logging was not a
problem for crops, although there
was some water lying in low spots in
odd paddocks. The season is
progressing well, with many crops
and pastures ahead of schedule.

Most north central crops were in
pretty good shape before the rain,
although things had dried out quite
a lot and some crops to the west and
northwest were very much on the
knife edge. Likewise, some late-sown
ones were struggling and were also
desperate for a drink.

The rain will greatly benefit all
crops and pastures in the district.

SUCCESSFUL SHEEP SHOW
This year’s National Sheep and

Wool Show, held in Bendigo from
July 18 to 20, was hailed a great
success by Australian Sheep
Breeders’ Association secretary,
Andrew Ternouth.

Agricultural Scene
Andrew said the event had grown

steadily since it came to Bendigo
four years ago, and gets bigger and
better each year.

He commented on just how lucky
the organisers have been to have had
fine weather each year the Show has
been in Bendigo.

“Entries were up in many classes
of livestock,” said Andrew.

“The fleece competition was burst-
ing at the seams.”

Andrew estimated that atten-
dance at the show was up by around
10 percent on last year, and by about
40 percent on the first Show in
Bendigo in 2000.

DPI (Echuca) sheep and wool
officer, Howard Pascoe, was also
very positive in his comments,
reporting that fleeces had come from
as far away as Western Australia
and even New Zealand.

“It was great to see so much
support for the industry, despite the
downturn due to the drought,” said
Howard.

Howard mentioned that farmers
had again stated how much they
prefer coming to the show in a
regional centre, compared with the
hustle and bustle of Melbourne.

ANIMAL HEALTH PROBLEMS
Good rains and a cold snap have

contributed to some animal health
problems seen in recent weeks by
animal health staff at Bendigo.

The rain has promoted good
pasture growth, but has also
encouraged the growth of other less
desirable species.

Nitrate poisoning has been
reported where animals have grazed
oat crops at a young age.
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